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RESOURCES

www.missingkids.com
National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children is a national 
clearinghouse for information about 
missing and exploited children.

www.CYBERTIPLINE.COM
1-800-843-5678
CyberTipline is a service provided by 
the National Center For Missing and 
Exploited Children to report the sexual 
exploitation of children.

www.nETSMARTZ.ORG
Interactive, age appropriate educational 
activities and materials are available for

download to promote safety on the

Internet.

www.ISAFE.ORG
I-Safe program offers a variety of 
resources, including age appropriate 
classroom curriculum to educate 
youth about Internet Safety.

www.NSOPR.GOV
The National Sex Offender Registry 
is a public database that provides sex 
offender information and photographs 
of registered sex offenders in the United 
States based on name or zip code.

www.ALERTXPRESS.COM
1-866-559-8017
Maryland Sex Offender Alert Program 
Register to receive a phone call, email or 
both when an offender moves into your zip 
code area.
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www.dpscs.state.md.us
The Department of Public Safety and 
Correctional Services’ website offers 
several methods of searching for 
registered sex offenders, including a 
mapping system to find offenders within 
a certain distance from any address.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY RESOURCES
 
Child Welfare Services Hotline

240.777.4417 (24 hours)
 
Crisis Center, 240.777.4000 (24 hours)
 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.
org/info/cybersafety
Montgomery County Public Schools 
301-279-3669 - M – F (8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov
Montgomery County Police Department

301.279.8000 - Non-Emergency 
911 - Emergency
 
www.communityprosecution.org
Office of the State’s Attorney

240-777-7300
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PEDOPHILE SECTION
Pedophile Section investigates the
following crimes involving children under 
the age of 18: 

•	 Rapes and sex offenses where the 
suspect is unknown to the child

•	 Child pornography

•	 Sexual solicitation and exploitation 
of children on the Internet

•	 Complaints of suspicious activities of 
a sexual nature involving children; 
for example, an unknown male 
approaching a child at a bus stop

The Pedophile Section is a member of the 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force, a national network of federal, state 
and local law enforcement agencies that 
investigates and prosecutes individuals 
who use the Internet to sexually exploit 
children.

The Pedophile Section works closely with the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children’s CyberTipline to investigate 
complaints of child sexual exploitation 
including child pornography and sexual 
solicitation of children. 

The Pedophile Section has expert forensic 
interviewing capabilities for interviewing 
children who are victims of sexual assault.  
The forensic interviewer assists children as 
young as 3 years of age to be competent
fact reporters.

A forensic composite artist is on staff 
to create a hand-drawn likeness of the 
perpetrator based on victim and witness 
interviews.

•	 Explore the Internet with your 
child.

•	 Know your children’s passwords.

•	 Teach your children to trust their 
instincts and tell a trusted adult 
when someone makes them feel 
scared, uncomfortable, or confused.

•	 Investigate blocking and filtering 
applications to control access 
to inappropriate websites.

SAFETY RULES
•	 Never give out personal 

information to anyone whose 
screen name is not known.

•	 Never IM or “buddy list” anyone
	 you don’t know.

•	 Never respond to messaging or 
bulletin board postings that are 
suggestive, obscene, or harassing.

•	 Never arrange a meeting with 
anyone met online.

•	 Never post information or
	 photographs that you wouldn’t want 

your parents or teachers to see. 

KEYS TO KEEPING YOUR
CHILDREN SAFE
EDUCATE your child about the dangers 
of online predators

COMMUNICATE with your child about 
safe and appropriate online activity

REPORT  instances of sexual solicitation,
child pornography, cyberbullying or

sexting to police.

The Montgomery County Public Schools, 
State’s Attorney’s Office, and the 
Montgomery County Police Department’s 
Pedophile Section have developed 
educational programs for students on 
safe Internet use.  The suggestions that 
follow will help to protect children 
from online sexual predators.

SEXTING
“Sexting” is defined as the act of sending 
sexually explicit photographs or sexual text 
messages electronically which are primarily 
transmitted between cell phones.   Teens 
are increasingly engaging in this activity 
without adequately understanding its 
consequences.  While the goal of the police 
department is prevention, the taking and/
or sending of sexually explicit photographs 
electronically can be considered a crime.   

CYBERBULLYING
“Cyberbullying” is intentionally 
embarrassing, humiliating, intimidating, 
threatening or targeting another 
individual or group of people using a variety 
of electronic communication methods.  
Cyberbullying becomes a criminal act when 
it causes the recipient to become fearful for 
their safety.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO
•	 Keep computers in a common area.

•	 Talk with your children about 
safe Internet practice.

•	 Establish safety rules.

•	 Monitor your child’s computer 
and cell phone use by checking 
history, temporary files and recent 
downloads.
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